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Enhancing, promoting & advocating for the healthy maintenance, improvement and development of Bellingham’s City Center
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Summer Alley Concerts 2006
The second season of Downtown Sounds ended d
August 16" with a grand finale that featured
vivacious Latin music and a surprise balloon drop.
Overall, the concert series was a great succebs wi
between 600-2,500 attendees each night. Downto
Sounds attracted diverse crowds bringing life and
energy downtown. This event is a great opportunit
to expose visitors to downtown destinations and
services. Thank you for your support of this grayvir]
event!

n

Wi

s

2007 Downtown Map and
Business Directory

Reserve your place in the 2007 Downtown Map and
Business Directory, an effective and affordable waay
increase your business exposure to residents aitdrsi
At least 10,000 maps will be distributed to alldband
regional Convention and Visitor's Bureau locations,
participating businesses, college campuses, lodairg
facilities, DowntownBellingham.com, and other high
traffic venues. The 2007 map includes several ages
from previous years, including a larger size (22Z’}land
new advertising spaces. We can accept your copyrad
or design one for you. Member discounts applyyoli
would like to take advantage of this opportunitggse
view details at
www.downtownbellingham.com/Pages/2007MapDraft.h
or contact the Network office (527-8710) by

Friday, October 27, 2006

Fall Membership Meeting

When: Wednesday, Oct. 25, 6-8pm
Location: American Museum of Radio & Electricit]

Join us to connect with neighbors, learn about
important issues, and discuss plans for upcoming
events and promotions. The meeting agenda will
include:

- Upcoming Events (Trick or Treat &
Holidays)

- Downtown Identity

- Map & Business Directory

- Maintenance & Beautification

- Websites

- Member Issues and Ideas

Downtown Trick or Treat 2006

Volunteers Needed

October 31, 3-5pm
The Downtown Trick or Treat is an annual event addry
Bellingham families. This event invites kids downtoto
trick or treat for the afternoon in a safe andifest
environment. Please join us for thé"&nnual Trick or
Treat by participating and handing o
treats from 3-5pm.

The Network will promote the event
to area youth through posters, press
releases, and a Trick or Treat map
with each participating business listef
We need volunteers to help us inflatg
and distribute black & orange balloo
between 10-2 on Oct. 31. If you or yg'
employees are willing to help, please
contact Cassia at 527-8710 or e-mail
cassia@downtownbellingham.cor&xpect approximately
1,000 trick or treaters, weather depending.
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What Makes Great Places

Great?
Project for Public Space Visits Bellingham

A strong community results when cities are built
around places. An assorted array of activitiesslin

the places together, and develops the area into &

functional place of life. This philosophy and its

real, positive impacts on communities around the

world, was presented by Project for Public Spact
during a recent workshop in Bellingham. When t
places are linked in one location, with ten adeat
at each place, Fred Kent, Director of PPS, caits 1
the “Power of Ten.” Picture a library with a lunch
café, a bank with ground floor retail, a communit
swimming pool across from the neighborhood bi
trail. The Power of Ten brings people together, &
creates a lively town with something for everyon
Through linking businesses and activities in this
manner, a diverse neighborhood center is forme
and, as Kent states, all of the sudden the quaflity

a place becomes more than the sums of its parts.

How does the Power of Ten apply to Downtown
Bellingham? You can view Fred Kent's public
presentation in Bellingham on BTV 10, see
http://www.cob.org/features/2006-07-03-
spaces.htnfor details.
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Two Gallery Walks Left!

The 2006 Gallery Walk season is in full swing,
with an excellent turnout for the July walk, and
only two walks left. The walks take place on

Fridays from 7-10pm. Please join us for this gred
community event as a venue, artist, or attendee.

October 6, 7-10pm
December 1, 7-10pm

If you are interested in
participating in Gallery Walk as a
venue, please contact Kirsten at
527-8710 at least one month
before the event.
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Green Power
Community Challenge

On September 2nd, Sustainable Connections, P
Sound Energy and the City of Bellingham kicked
off Bellingham's Green Power Community
Challenge. Bellingham is setting an example for
others as we work towards becoming an EPA-
designated Green Power Community! By
supporting green power and using energy that is
derived from renewable resources, you help red
our dependence on fossil fuels, help build the
available renewable resources in your area, rais
community awarenesandgain recognition for
your business. For more information, visit
http://www.sconnect.org/practices/greenpower.c
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WTA Downtown Station
Remodel & Temporary Move

Whatcom Transit Authority is remodeling their
Bellingham station. Improvements will include
enlarged passenger restrooms and lobby areas
well as a more inviting concourse. During the

remodel, the station will be temporarily located aft

the Walton Beverage site on State Street. The
construction will begin in winter of 2006, with the
completion date planned for fall of 2007.
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WTA Unveils New Program

Incentives for Downtown Commuters

Smart Tripsa new WTA program, encouragall
Whatcom County residents to make a difference
walking, biking, carpooling, or riding the huhe
program offers incentives and rewards, such as
bus passes for people who live or work in
Downtown or Fairhaven and discounts at local
businesses for those who choose to make smart
trips. You can get involved by logging your smar
trips on the website. So far, over 1,460 peoplesh

logged Smart Trips, totaling about 828,000 miles.

Join the fun and check out the webpage at
www.whatcomsmarttrips.org
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Neighborhood Block Watch
Information

The following recommendations from the City of
Bellingham Block Watch Program may be useful
to you and your business.

LIGHT IT UP: Keep front and porch lights on
during all hours of darkness.

LOCK IT UP: Lock all doors and windows to bot
vehicles and property. About 40 % of all vehicle

prowls and burglaries are from unlocked vehicles

and or properties.
LOOK AND LISTEN: If you see or hear anything
suspicious in your neighborhood take action. Cg
the neighbors, take down descriptions or license
plates, call 911 as you see fit...do not ignore it.
Always try to solve the problem at the lowest
possible level...taking into account your safety.
BLOCK WATCH SIGNS: Advertise your
commitment to the community. You can now lea
a Block Watch Sign.

Host a Block Watch workshop on
your downtown block!

What is the Block Watch Workshop all about?
Some people picture a neighborhood block watc|
as citizens out in the streets with their basdatt
waiting for someone to “mess around” in their
neighborhood. In reality, a block watch is simaly
group of concerned citizens that have organized
gotten to know one another, and decided to use
problem-solving to better their neighborhood witf
assistance from the city’s Block Watch Program.
They decide that their neighborhood is not going
be the place for criminal activity. By integrating
what they have learned from the program,
neighbors consciously decide to care for and loo
out for one another, just like in the “old daysfida
it works to reduce crime. This program applies tq
blocks of businesses, or residential streets.

There are three basic goals for the Block Watch

Workshop:

1. The participants gain a greater awareness of
their neighborhood (people, cars, habits)

2. The participants identify areas of concern or
improvement that they want to address.
3. The participants realize that by organizing ar

becoming involved, they can have an impact
on reducing crime and improving their
neighborhood.

For more information call Bellingham Police
Officer Tara Fleetwood at 676-6924.
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Upcoming Events Downtown

For more info visit DowntownBellingham.com

Downtown Gallery Walk
October 6, 7-10pm

REart: A Recycled Art Exhibition
October 6-28, REstore and Allied Arts Gallery

Small Business Development Center:
9" Annual Whatcom Business Conference
October 19, Lakeway Inn

Haute Trash Fashion Show
October 21, Wild Buffalo, 8pm

Halloween at the YMCA
October 28, 1-5pm

Downtown Trick or Treat
October 31, 3-5pm

NWProjections Film Festival:
November 9-12, Pickford Cinema

Allied Arts’ Holiday Festival of the Arts
November 18-December 24

Sustainable Connections Fundraiser:
Speaker David Suzuki
November 22, 7:30pm, Mount Baker Theater

Holiday Festival of Trees
November 30, 11am-8pm, December 1, 11am-10pm
December 2, 9am-1pm, Leopold

Downtown Gallery Walk
December 1, 7-10pm

Sustainable Connections: Buy Local Week
December 4-10

Enjoying the New Streetscape?

The Network partnered with the City of
Bellingham to beautify downtown. This spring,
with support from a City grant, the Network hired
Austin Heaton Landscape Inc., to clean up existi
planting beds and add new color to downtown w
additional planters and hanging baskets. The
results speak for themselves, with bright color ar
attractive planters at pedestrian level throughout
downtown. If you are interested in adding to &e
improvements by funding an upgrade to tree wel
or purchasing additional planters for your locatio
please contact Downtown Renaissance Network
landscaper, P.J. Heaton at 739-4411. Also, we
experiencing significant losses to the Downtown

plantings due to vandalism of plants and planters

Please help us by reporting instances of vandali
and graffiti to the Police Department.

ng
th

d

Is

=)

are

D.

5M




Member Websites Available

For our members who do not yet operate a websit
and those who do, we are pleased to announce a
online service: a basic member webpage within th
DowntownBellingham.com site. The page is
designed to highlight your business and help

potential customers find and learn more about you,

We will design the page for you within the
Downtown Bellingham template, with your input,
and post it as part of our website so you can take
advantage of the over 300,000 visits a year to the
Downtown Bellingham site. The page link will
inform customers about your business, with photos
logos, text, and contact information of your chogsi
We will provide this extended service to members
$20 a year.

To view an example of Downtown Renaissance
Network member websites, visit
http://www.downtownbellingham.com/brenthaven

If you are interested in adding or augmenting a we
presence for your business or organization, pleass
contact Kirsten at the Network (527-8710).
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Breakfast with Santa

Last year, the Network Merchant/Promotion
Committee presented Breakfast with Santa, a
pancake breakfast provided by Du Jour Bistro,
Kendrick’s, and the Bellingham Public Market,
which included music and photos with Santa &
Mrs. Claus. The Breakfast, scheduled at the end of
the Jingle Bell run, drew a significant crowd tayst
downtown, eat breakfast, and hopefully do some
holiday shopping. We would like to continue this
event and build it as an annual tradition in
Bellingham. In order to do so, we will need 10-1p
volunteers from our membership to help plan the
event, and to staff it. If you are interested in
helping make this event a positive addition to the
downtown holiday season, please contact Kirsten at
527-8710 or events@dowtnownbellingham.com.
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ICU Food Drive

ICU is asking local businesses to donate food,
personal hygiene items, or cash to their 2006
Community Food Drive to benefit county food
banks. They will hold a “Shameless Plug Day” on
Monday morning, Oct. 16. Bring your donations td
any Haggen location and get your business and
donation announced live on local radio stations.
Help us create a strong showing from Downtown'’s
business community by participating in the dri

Downtown Dollars

Looking for the Perfect Gift?
Downtown Dollars are accepted at over 50
Downtown establishments

More information and a list of participating
businesses can be viewed online at
www.DowntownBellingham.com/downtowndollars

Building Permit Approved for
Bay View Tower

The City of Bellingham approved for issuance th
building permit for Bay View Tower, a 23-story
mixed residential and commercial condominium
tower to be located at 1217 North State Street.
Construction is anticipated to start this Fall.
Market demand for residential units has been
strong, with most of the units already reserved, an
the majority of buyers coming from Whatcom
County and Bellingham, according to the tower’s
developer. The tower will include such features as
a green rooftop, and communally-shared FlexCar
vehicles available to all building residents.
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“Creating opportunities that allow more people td
live downtown is critical to the continued
revitalization of our city center...,” Tim Stewart,
Planning & Community Development director,
said. “At more than 300 dwelling units to the acre,
this building is consistent with the infill strateg
included in our new Comprehensive Plan. It will
help reduce sprawl by bringing more housing to
downtown core, a great place for people to live,
work and play. It will facilitate a lifestyle less
dependent on automobiles. Although high density
in our city center has many advantages, we must
continue to be very sensitive to the issues offtigig
views and community character,” he added.
More information can be found at the Bay View
Tower website, www.bellinghamcondo.com

Excerpt from City of Bellingham News Release




Welcome New Board Members

The Downtown Renaissance Network is pleased to

announce the official Board of Directors election
results for 2006. We welcome five new members:

Erica Charbonneauis Vice President of Resourc

Development for United Way of Whatcom County.

Erica spent the last four years working as
development manager for Opportunity Council,

and she continues to stay connected to the issugs

surrounding homelessness and poverty. Her
knowledge and passion in human service issues
will serve the DRN well in our efforts to enhance
public safety, and help our members deal with
street homeless and panhandling issues.

Cathy Lehman s the Events & Program Manage
for Sustainable Connections. Cathy describes
Downtown Bellingham as her own backyard, a
place she sees friends and neighbors, where shg
shops, plays, and works. Cathy will assist the
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Network to continue as a positive force shaping the

future of Downtown Bellingham, and ensuring th
area retains the beauties of yesterday while
capitalizing on opportunities for tomorrow.

4%

Frank Ordway is the new and first Executive
Director of the American Museum of Radio &

Electricity. As a Bellingham resident and someone
who works downtown, Frank believes a successful

downtown renaissance can be a model for

sustainable development and of immense persopal

value to local residents for years to come.

Ginger Oppenheimeris the Marketing Manager
of Community Food Co-op. Ginger began serving
on the Downtown Renaissance Network board of
directors a year ago. She believes our role at thg
Downtown Renaissance Network is to “rekindle
the best that exists about our city center and
animate it for all. It's a positively enthrallingre
to be involved in the issues that face Downtown.[

Scott Walker is a Port of Bellingham
Commissioner. He recognizes that “the
opportunities for the existing downtown of
Bellingham are boundless as the waterfront is
redeveloped.” Scott sees the Downtown

Renaissance Network as “the memory and speaker

for those interests as plans develop and move
forward.”
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Thank you to our outgoing

board members!
On behalf of the Network, we appreciate all your|
hard work for downtown'’s revitalization
throughout the years. We want to thank you for the
time, energy, and ideas you contributed to this
organization as we have developed into a focal
point for positive change downtown.
Larry Farr was one of the founding members of
the Downtown Renaissance Network in 2000,
serving as the Board President until 2005. He is
currently the head of the Bellingham Parking
Commission, and is the Director of Marketing for
Whatcom Land Title. Thank you Larry!!
Janet Hodginwas also one of the founding
members of the organization, and served on the

board from 2000-2006. She was a great asset tg the

organization, and we will miss her tireless energy.
Janet and her husband Mike own Kids Northweg
Gerald Pumphrey was a board member from
2001. He is the former President of Bellingham
Technical College, and has recently accepted th
presidency at South Puget Sound Community
College. We congratulate him on this opportunity
and wish him the bes

—

D

Welcome New Network

Members!

Bellingham Business E-view * Eva’s ¢ Lulu
Bijoux ¢ Backcountry Essentials
Center for Expressive Arts & Experiential
Learning

Clearwater Communications ¢ La Bonne Crepeg

Adelstein, Sharpe, & Serka * Espresso Avelling

New Whatcom Interiors ¢ Faith Lutheran Church

Nimbus ¢ Great Northern Books * The Newstand

F&H Holding, LLC

Thank you for helping us create an effective,

dynamic voice for Downtown Bellingham!

Network Community Leaders &
Patrons




